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Jupiter is the largest planet in the solar system. Its diameter is 88,846 miles
(142,984 kilometers), more than 11 times that of Earth, and about one-tenth that of the
sun. It would take more than 1,000 Earths to fill up the volume of the giant planet. When
viewed from Earth, Jupiter appears brighter than most stars. It is usually the second
brightest planet -- after Venus. Jupiter is the fifth planet from the sun. Its mean (average)
distance from the sun is about 483,780,000 miles (778,570,000 kilometers), more than
five times Earth's distance.

Jupiter travels around the sun in a slightly elliptical (oval-shaped) orbit. The planet completes one orbit
in 4,333 Earth days, or almost 12 Earth years.
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