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Shri Kanchi Kamakoti Mulamnaya Sarvajna Peetam Panchanga Sadas
Notification regarding Chandra grahanam

Plava Vaishakha Purnima (2021-May-26)
Vaishakha Shukla Dvadashi (2021-May-23)

Generally in all panchangas it has been announced that there is no grahanam in
Plava year. Based on this, the same was said even in panchanga pathanam
programmes at the commencement of the year. Some panchangams have a note
that grahanam is there in northeastern Bharat. Recently in media there have been
reports that there will be a grahanam. This explanation is given to clarify the
confusion.

It is true that the grahanam
may be seen in some parts of
northeastern Bharat as per the map
given on the right (the parts without
darkening). In other parts of Bharat,
the grahanam cannot be seen hence
there is definitely no grahana
anushthanam.

Even in these northeastern
places, the grahanam happens as
grastodaya (ongoing at moonrise) and
is over by 18:22. However in places

where the moonrise is too close to 18:22, the time and hence the magnitude of the
grahanam will be very low and hence this grahanam will not be taken for
anusthanam in those places.



In the Surya Siddhanta Chedyaka Adhikara verse 13 it is said “if only one-
twelfth of the moon is eclipsed it cannot be seen”. That is, if the grahanam is less
than 8.3% it will not be visible.

Currently on the forthcoming Purnima, the moon rises at 18:20 at Kolkata. At
that time his grahana magnitude is 4.6%. Depending on the state of the atmosphere,
due to refraction the rise may be seen as early as 18:14. Then the grahana
magnitude will be somewhat higher. Thus the chances for the grahanam to be
visible at Kolkata is short, but exists. As seen above, if the moon rises earlier and
upon visual examintation grahanam is observed, anushthanam may be done. Else
there is no anusthanam.

However, further northeast, in places in and around Kamarupa (Assam) state,
the moonrise is even earlier. Thus the grahanam should be taken for anushthanam
in those places.

Place Moon rise Grahana magnitude
Guwahati 18:12 15.5%
Shillong 18:10 18.4%
Agartala 18:10 20.0%
Tezpur 18:09 20.3%
Itanagar 18:06 24.4%
Jorhat 18:03 29.2%
Dibrugarh 18:02 31.4%
Kohima 18:01 32.0%
Imphal 18:00 33.5%

(Rise may occur even earlier than the above times due to refraction.)

Due to grasta udaya, one should not partake food in the preceding daytime in these

places. The arghya for evening sandhya should be given before sunset. Starting

from moonrise (which is almost the same as sunset), until the end of grahanam at

18:22 is the grahana punya kalam. Within this, the grahana anushthanam such as

snanam, tarpanam and danam should be completed as is possible and after the

grahanam, the moksha snanam should be done. Later the other evening
anushthanams should be done. Food may be taken after that.

Thus,

Panchanga Sadas Administration,

Shri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam.



